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u What is InterMine? 
u What is InterMOD 
u Why did SGD get involved? 
u The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 

Overview 



What is InterMine? 
“Powerful Open Source Java Data Warehouse Project” 

http://intermine.org/wiki/TechnicalOverview 



Data Sources 



All For One, and One For All 

Web Services 
JSP Web 
Application 



Current Mines 

Released and in development: 
u  MODs for fruit fly, mouse, rat, worm, zebrafish, 

slime mold and budding yeast 
u  modENCODE project (modMine) 
u  metabolicMine, HumanMine, GOmine 
u  Other MODs have expressed interest 
 



What is InterMOD? 

2002: InterMine  = new Project(); 

2009: InterMOD = new Collaboration( 
                                        InterMine, SGD, RGD, ZFIN); 

2011: InterMOD.addCollaborators (Wormbase, MGI); 



All For One, and One For All, For All 

Web Services 
JSP Web 
Application 

http://mods.intermine.org/wiki/Interoperability 



“There are two kinds of people in this world.  
Those with a rope around the neck, and the 
people who have the job of doing the 
cutting” – Tuco (“The Ugly”) 



Why did SGD adopt InterMine? 

“Solve All Our Problems” 
 
u  “End Around” for Legacy Code Base 

u  Batch Download 
u  Advanced Search 

u  MOD Interoperability 
u  Web Services 

 









Good 

u  It Works! 
u  Extremely Fast, Extremely Flexible 
u  List Manipulation 
u  Excellent Support  and Collaboration 
u  Web Services and APIs 

u  iPhone app 
u  Cytoscape web toy 

 



“Bad” 

u  Not trivial to install or maintain 
u  Flexible only to a point 
u  Mod interoperability is not there yet 

 



Ugly 





Future Directions 

u  Interactive result tables  
u Graphical widgets 
u Custom display components 
u Dynamic query-builder 
u More federation 



“There are two kinds of people in this world.  
Those with loaded guns, and those who dig” 
– Blondie (“The Good”) 



Cambridge University 
 
Julie Sullivan 
Richard Smith 
Alex Kalderimis 
Radek Stepan 
 
Gos Micklem 

Stanford University 
 
Kalpana Karra 
Gail Binkley 
Stuart Miyasato 
SGD Project 
 
Mike Cherry http://yeastmine.yeastgenome.org/ 

http://mods.intermine.org/ 

http://intermine.org 
http://www.yeastgenome.org 


